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WHEN I AM AN OLD WOMAN
When I am an old woman I will wear Reeboks ...
I will glide across the living room floor
practicing steps from the previous night's dance lesson
on my way to water the garden ...
I will live every day as if there were no tomorrow ...
one day pinching my granddaughter's cheek so hard I have to
give her some of my homemade fudge to
relieve those nine-year old cheeks of their pain .. .
writing in my daily journal ...
learning at least one new thing about sex
every day . ..
and praying to the good Lord
that has given me the strength to do all these things.
When I am an old woman,
I will not really be old ...
I will sew my booties that are holy
from my weekly ventures with the girls
to Kelley's Bowl. ..
I will keep my ears double pierced
and change my hair color every two months ...
I will take flying lessons,
making sure to have a gorgeous
dark-haired, snow-pea-green-eyed
hunk of an instructor ...
I will have a trucking company
dump a load of dirt on the crabby,
old hag's lawn
next door,
and blame it on the kids down the street. ..
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I will drink beer on the back patio of my house
and watch the mosquitoes
as they dance for me
from behind my screened curtain.
And when I am an old woman,
I will not be forgetful
of the things I said in my past.

Katie Rosenfeld
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